Fihting for a better agri-
cultural extension system

Agricultural extensions has often been referred to as the
soul, blood, and spirit of any functioning agricultural sy-
stem in the world. However, Uganda’s agricultural exten-
sion has since independence evolved with no clear stra-
tegic focus from the government.

The national statistics estimates farmers’ access to ex-
tension services in Uganda at 12-17%, which is far be-
low any other country in the world. Since 2013, Uganda
has been undertaking policy and institutional reforms in
AEAS. Through these reforms, government proposed to
integrate NAADS into the main public extension system
— the Single Spine, which has so far remained a non-
funded priority.

It is against this backdrop that ActionAid Uganda in part-
nership with Food Rights Alliance (FRA), National Far-
mers Federation (UNFFE) and the NSA working group
on AEAS, undertook regional consultative meetings and
field visits to Eastern and Northern parts of the country to
revamp discussions of the AEAS in the public discourse.

The district officials and farmers from the two regions
expressed their disappointment with central government
in mismanaging and giving little attention to the agricultu-
ral sector.

Farmers handed over a petition to the ministry officials
on what they want government to consider in the imple-
mentation of single spine extension system in Uganda.

District officials and farmers from Eastern hand over petition to
MAAIF officials for consideration.

Farmers demands ranges from recruitment of all the
approved staffing level of agriculture extension workers
at national, district, sub county and parish level. They
also demand for increased remunerations of extension
workers and transport and fuel facilitation of extension
workers for effective and efficient implementation of a
single spine extension system in Uganda.

Danish ambassador salute
tax justice and oil work

H.E Mogens Pedersen visiting ActionAid Uganda.

Two months ago, Denmark got a new ambassador to
Uganda and last week he visited ActionAid Uganda for
the first time.

Work on natural resources and Tax Justice are some of
the areas, H.E Mogens Pedersen believes can be pivo-
tal for the effort to improve living conditions in Uganda.

“Natural resources have been a curse, not a blessing for
many countries in Africa. It is therefore an area, | believe
DGF (Democratic Governance Facility) should focus
even more on. It is great to hear more about QOil in Ugan-
da and extractives is very important for Uganda’s future,”
Mogens Pedersen said.

Among the other areas, Mogens Pedersen mentioned, is
tax justice, which can help the Ugandan state generate
more revenue.

“The civil society needs to make a strong push to ensu-
re that everybody pays their fair share of taxes. The work
ActionAid is doing for tax justice is very important and it
is important to keep the link to other organisations
through the Tax Justice Network,” the ambassador said.

Denmark support development through Danida that is a
big donor to both ActionAid Uganda and DGF. The new
Danish government has cut its support to development
and that has limited the support to ActionAid Uganda.

“The cuts have meant that several embassies around the
world are closing down. For development work, | do not
think the support will go up again in the foreseeable futu-
re. Denmark is still a relatively big donor so what we see
now, is probably the new reality,” Mogens Pedersen
said.

Masindi partners advised to
link up with the district
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The assistant chief administrative officer from Masindi District
Local Government, Kiiza Richard, has advised partners to Ma-
sindi Local Rights Programme that they will not receive finan-
cial support from ActionAid Uganda to link up with district
government departments in 2016. He gave the remarks at the
end of year Participatory Review and Reflection Processes
(PRRP).

Kiiza Richard acknowledged the contribution of AAU and part-
ners that have complemented and filled the gaps in the gover-
nment’s provision of service delivery as the government of
Uganda attempts to provide quality services to its citizens.

The Apac district statistician for the local government, Ogweng
Emmy made a presentation about the status of service delive-
ry in the district. While acknowledging the contributions of the
different actors notably ActionAid, NGO Link Forum Apac and
other partners, he stated:

“There is an urgent need for the partners like ActionAid to
continue supporting the district in addressing issues like land
conflicts that is still very rampant.”

The meeting attracted 12 partner representatives for the 6
LRP partners, and 2 local government representatives from
Masindi and Apac.
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Teso launches Cit-
izens Manifesto

Last week, Teso region
launched the 2016-2021 Citi-
zens Manifesto and the Teso
Regional Manifesto at Kumi
Hotel. The event, which was
coordinated by ActionAid Kumi
LRP in partnership with NGO
Forum, saw over 400 Teso
citizens launching a document
running under the banner,
Power belong to the people.

Chris Nkwatsibwe from the
National NGO Forum high-
lighted that the launch was a
result of a lengthy period of
consultations to come up with
a guiding document, which
contributed to the Manifesto.

“The manifesto can also be
viewed as a process as it is a
continued engagement and
commitment in participating in
political process. It is an ex-
pression of our continuous
commitment to renew this
promise while demanding that
those who seek to lead us are
committed to the fulfilment of
this promise,” said Nkwarsi-
bure.

The challenges the Citizens
Manifesto talks about, include
a flawed system of govern-
ance, transitional failures, in-
stitutional breakdown and
democratic reversals and
breakdown in service delivery.

Delivering the Teso Regional
Citizens Manifesto, Julius Aru-
go from Public Affairs Centre
of Uganda said the key de-
mands and aspirations as syn-
thesised from the six districts
that make up Teso region fall
under the umbrella of econom-
ics, agriculture and livelihoods;
water and sanitation; health;
education; corruption and jus-
tice, law and order.

Specific demands from citi-
zens in Teso include re-
establishing of the cooperative
unions to support and protect
farmers against the exploita-
tion of middlemen. These
would help market the differ-
ent agricultural products on
behalf of the farmers.

Join the fight
for oil transpar-
ency

ActionAid Uganda is running a
campaign aimed at enhancing
transparency and accountabil-
ity in Uganda’s extractives
sector. The campaign involves
an online petition to the Presi-
dent of Uganda asking him to
lead his government to join the
Extractive Industries Transpar-
ency Initiative (EITI). Click
to read more.


http://www.actionaid.org/uganda/campaign/join-fight-oil-transparency

