
Citizen action against theft of our money without SHAME!

There is something really special about 
your first year anniversary. It can be 
similar to running in a big marathon 

and completing. Last year on 3rd Decem-
ber 2012 we officially launched the Black 
Monday Movement at the second annual 
national anti-corruption convention. The 
movement was instigated at a public action 
spearheaded by civil society in the wake of 
the massive revelations of corruption scan-
dals in the Office of the Prime Minister 
(OPM) in October 2012 and other minis-
tries, departments and agencies. 

With all the revelations of the OPM scan-
dals and other massive ones in other minis-
tries, agencies and departments, it was easy 
for Ugandans to fall further deep into a state 
of despondency and wallow in effects of 
the temporary withdraws of aid assistance 
by development partners. It was now urgent 

more than ever to realize that Enough is 
Enough. A number of civil society leaders 
and citizens chose to take a different path, 
one that previous Anti-Corruption activists 
have not treaded before. A path that sought 
to connect with citizens to take greater re-
sponsibility in the fight against theft of pub-
lic resources. A resolve to undertake actions 
to create irreversible change and to ensure 
that the power fuelled by corruption harms 
society no more. At first sight, the tasks 
ahead seemed intimidating and insurmount-
able given the seemingly apathetic citizenry 
coupled with a shrinking operating environ-
ment for civic action. 

Day after day, month after month, the 
Black Monday Movement mobilized citi-
zens from civil society, the private and pub-
lic sector and younger generations through 
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The Black Monday Movement 
one year down the road has 
been instrumental in exposing 

these extreme cases and promises 
more next year and years to come 
with a fully reloaded campaign, 
to rally more concerned citizens 
to raise up and take centre stage 
in demanding for transparency 
and accountability of public funds 
and the return of stolen taxpayers 
money. 

In recent years, the government 
of Uganda has tried to bebeen vo-
cal about fighting corruption in the 
country. A series of laws, policies 
and specialized institutions aimed 
at reducing corruption are in place. 
These are backed by judicial struc-
tures that include the Anti -cor-
ruption Court despite controversy 
about its legality. However all this 
has not stopped the plundering of 
public funds as evidenced by the 
Audit General and the IGG reports. 
Glaring gaps in implementation of 
anti-corruption measures and laws 
have been cited leading to doubts 
about the seriousness and commit-
ment of government to end graft. 
According to the Global Integrity 
Index 2011, Uganda scored 98% 
on legal framework, but scored a 
miserly 51% on actual implemen-
tation, giving it an implementation 
gap of 47%. A lot is still desired in 
terms of commitment by govern-
ment to policy implementation.   

For ordinary citizens, the debate 
on corruption – as expected – has 
been driven by the desire to punish 
and shame the named.  The appar-
ent collapse of the government’s 
financial management system and 
the level of impunity among pub-
lic officials is no longer acceptable 
to citizens. 

This December issue captures 
those voices of concerned citizens 
nationwide that have through con-
tinuous intimidations and threats 
persisted in their noble duty of on 
exposing the cancer of corruption.

Enjoy Your Reading!

— pwandera@tiuganda.org
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public awareness, challenging them on the 
need to demand political action from the lead-
ership and building up pressure for change. 

The key actions that came to define the 
Black Monday Movement became wearing 
black every Monday, shunning the corrupt 
and their business establishments, and devel-
oping and printing a monthly newsletter that 
has covered a wide spectrum of issues across 
sectors from corruption in the police, health, 
education, agriculture and food security, la-
bour and also special focus on youth, gender 
related aspects, land matters, tax and oil and 
gas all geared at making theft of public re-
sources a risky business. 

“When you shun the corrupt and their 
business establishment then people will re-
alize that corruption is a risky venture.” said 
Professor Augustus Nuwagaba, a University 

Don. 
The movement has also experienced some 

setbacks. We found that citizen engagement 
can lead to negative backlash from especially 
the security agencies. Throughout the year a 
number of activists were arrested and charged 
with trumped-up charges, fortunately some of 
the charges have since been dropped. It be-
came apparent that the government mantra of 
zero tolerance to corruption was only true on 
paper. What is true though is that there were 
also individuals in government institutions 
that supported the activities.  

Up until now, we had a citizenry that was 
largely apathetic. We can comfortable say the 
Black Monday Movement has cleared the rub-
ber and laid the foundation for an active pop-
ulation. Stories abound in many circles and 
spaces of a reinvigorated sense that change is 
possible and individual citizens can make a 
difference exemplified by the many successes 
that citizen pressure has achieved in holding 

government to account. Without a doubt the 
movement has been integral in changing the 
corruption landscape not only in Uganda but 
also in the rest of Africa and globally. 

Across Africa and globally, the Black 
Monday Movement has inspired similar ac-
tions across in the fight against corruption 
specifically but also a model for people pow-
er actions. For instance in Nigeria a group of 
children organized a march to protest the theft 
public funds meant for the education sector 
through the “Reclaim Niger campaign”. In 
Malawi civil society has already started the 
Black Monday Movement where they are 
already calling upon key government offi-
cials implicated in corruption to resign. Other 
countries like Gabon and Burundi are also or-
ganizing to start such initiatives. 

As we transit to the second year of the 
Black Monday Movement, it is important 
that we also shine a light on individuals and 
stories of public servants that are discharging 

their duties with integrity. In this regard iden-
tifying and celebrating those ordinary men 
and women that have served in public offices 
without abusing that trust will form the future 
of the focus in the coming year. 

Further the fight against theft of public re-
sources will only succeed if each individual is 
committed and brings ingenuity to the strug-
gle. “Fighting corruption starts with all of 
us,” said Fr. Gaetano, a religious leader from 
Western Uganda. 

Finally, the great French novelist, Vic-
tor Hugo, once wrote that “greater than the 
tread of mighty armies is an idea whose time 
has come” At moments such as these, when 
Black Monday Movement marks one year, it 
provides an opportunity to once again renew 
our resolve to end this insidious disease of 
corruption.

— e.musiime@ngoforum.or.ug
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KAMPALA >
“It’s now a public secret perhaps the most 
widely unguarded secret, that in this country 
kickbacks and ‘thank yous’ are the fuel that 
drive the government machinery. This se-
cret is as unguarded as our national funds,” 
Alex Muwaya.

“Corruption is a disease in 
this country that has eaten 
up every murrow of values. 
Black Monday Movement 
therefore provides a shar-
ing platform with regard to 
corruption scandals and also 
mobilizing citizens to shun 
it and also bring the thieves 

to book.”  Michael Aboneka.

“Black Monday Movement has helped the 
local citizens by sensitizing masses about 
the corruption scandals and as well as re-
minding them of their right and duty 
to fight it and also demand for 
accountability” 
Gertrude Namata.

“Black Monday to me is the 
elites, who would be comfort-
able behind their office desks, 
rising up to the occasion and 
realizing their crucial role 
in the fight against cor-
ruption. Honestly don’t 
think so, the public has 
perceived it as an op-
position tool and yet 
corruption is affecting 
everyone!” 
William Kyeyune.

Kabale>
Margret 
Turyamushanga 
Business woman
“Black Monday news-
letter should be distrib-
uted every Monday of 
the month. It is good!
Those belonging to 
NRM bias it as being 
anti-government.”

Rev Fr. Gaetano Tibanyenda  
Parish priest,
Kitanga Parish 
“Black Monday Movement is a God given 
tool for sensitizing His people to see the 
light and be shine to other Ugandans and 
the world. The blind to see, the dumb to talk 
and the deaf to hear and then the day of de-
liberation will come.” 

Twahirwa Antelli
Businessman & Chairman for 
the Elderly-NRM 
“The Black Monday newsletter is trying to 
inform people about corruption, means of 
fighting corruption. Nobody is supporting 
corruption; even the government is com-
mitting its self to fight it. Distributing these 
newsletters monthly is enough in the mean 
time.”

Ivan Atuheire 
Manager Buhooro Hotel-Kigongi
 “The Black Monday Movement is relevant 
in showing how government finances are 
being used for individual benefits. It is an 
eye- opener to the general public. The news-
letter should be distributed on daily basis 
like newspapers.” 
“The only challenge is that it is not easily 
understood by the ordinary citizens who 
cannot read and write.”

Masindi  leaders> 
District Vice Chairman Masindi
“ As a leader, my duty is to use my office 
to fight corruption by first of all living an 
exemplary life and also making sure that I 
have my personal property to act as a fall 
back or a cushion in case of any financial 
mishap. Then I have also tried as much as 
I can to educate people in my constituency 
whom I represent about the evils of corrup-
tion.”

“I have no problem with Black Monday 
Movement because most of their revelations 
are facts which can’t be easily challenged 
but I would appeal that instead of going for 
demonstrations, you should bring such rev-
elations to those concerned so that there is 

dialogue to find solutions on how they can 
be corrected. Otherwise, Black Monday it-
self has no problem, it is revealing facts”

Kyomuhendo Ronald 
District Speaker Masindi district
“As a person, I really want to say that we 
should fight this vice called corruption so 
that we serve our people and they get the 
best services. I have no problem with Black 
Monday because the issues they raise are 
real. I am one person who reads Black Mon-
day Newsletter once it comes out. The only 
problem I wouldn’t be comfortable with is 
someone using it to undermine our role in 
government (NRM). I really have no prob-
lem with someone raising issues that are 
correct where mistakes have been found; 
people have stolen public funds and its pub-
lic knowledge. Once court has found them 
guilty, then it’s fine.  I would only be un-
comfortable with speculations. So let Black 
Monday continue as long as it has proof and 
it’s not undermining government.”

Musobya Kiganda 
CAO Masindi District
“I have not heard anything about Black 
Monday myself…I would like to make an 
appeal to the public to ensure that they as-
sist us in case they come across any issues 
related to corruption. Let them ensure that 
they report to help us make a follow up and 
take disciplinary action.”

One year down the road: Citizens speak out

I have no problem with Black 
Monday Movement because 
most of their revelations are 
facts which can’t be easily 
challenged

District Vice Chairman Masindi



Issue 13, December 2013

3

It has been one year since the Black 
Monday Movement was launched; 
what have been your high and low 
moments?
My first high moment was the launch 
of the campaign itself… phenomenal! 
The second is the amazing demand for 
the Black Monday Newsletter and of 
course the interest the state has picked 
in this campaign shown throw the at-
tempts to crash it.

My low moment has been meet-
ing some of our colleagues in the civil 
society fraternity who have failed to 
make connections of this campaign 
with their work. It is very disappoint-
ing to find the people who work in the 
service delivery sector who say that 
they agree with what we are saying 
but disagree with the methods. You 
see, we can’t agree to do everything 
and anything to fight corruption be-
cause there are some people who are 
using corruption to fight corruption; 
both the ends and means must show 
the commitment to fight graft. 

Several anti-corruption activists 
have been arrested for distribut-
ing Black Monday Newsletters of 
which police stated that they were 
inciting violence and spreading 
harmful propaganda. How has this 
impacted on the campaign?

I actually think that those arrests have 
been good for the campaign on several 
fronts. They have tested the resolve of 
the activists in the fight against graft 
but they have also clearly shown 
that the government is afraid 
of people’s movement in the 
fight against graft. To me, 
this is good; government 
should fear the citizen 
power. Again it says 
something about 
our government 
and how it has 
accepted cor-

ruption as part of its systems of gov-
ernance. We now know what our gov-
ernment stands for. It surely confirms 
what our president said that there 
are thieves in government. So those 
thieves have to fight anticorruption 
activists to survive.

In your own view, how does this 
campaign relate to the current po-
litical environment of Uganda?
Very sadly, as I have indicated, the 
manner in which the state has fought 
the campaign confirms this regime’s 
stand on corruption. The massive cor-
ruption scandals we see, the sacks of 
money, lots of money used in elections 
are confirmations of a regime that sur-
vives by corruption. Therefore, there 
must a deliberate discussion amongst 
the citizens about the politics of cor-
ruption that is at the heart of this re-
gime.

Therefore, Ugandans need to real-
ize that we are doomed since the state 
has people who sit and design mecha-
nisms of stealing public funds. People 
sit and plan for a design of a project 
and how much they will reap from it 
and this goes on from constructing a 
road to planning for a district infra-
structure. To prove right, refer to the 
former IGG, Raphael Baku, when 
he said that corruption is hard 
to fight in this country 
because of syn-
d i c a t e 

corruption. That’s how corruption 
successfully influences the political 
environment of this country.

Since the campaign started in De-
cember 2012, you (anti-corruption 
activists) have been demanding 
that the thieves return the stolen 
funds which we don’t see happen-
ing after one year. What more can 
Ugandans engage in to ensure 
that their funds are returned?
Frankly speaking, this campaign 
hasn’t yet mobilized such a critical 
mass of citizens who make corruption 
such a risky venture. We still have a 
citizenry that believes and supports 
government in “tribalising” cor-
ruption. For every time a 
someone in government is 
held for theft, you find 
tribe mates going to 
beg the president to 
forgive their son/
daughter. There is 
still need for the 
ordinary citizen to 
make a con-
nection with 
the appalling 
state of their 
l ivelihoods 
with the high 

corruption trends. Therefore, those of 
us who are promoting this should en-
deavor to help the teachers, doctors, 
farmers to realize that it is in their in-
terest to fight corruption because theft 
is riding them of a better remunera-
tion and other working conditions. 
And thus Ugandans everywhere must 
start their own way of rejecting the 
thieves.

So do you feel that the campaign 
is achieving its set objectives?
No question about that, we are getting 
there. All we need is to get more be-
lievers and this should be a life’s call-

ing for those who want to 
see a better Ugan-

da. This cam-
paign con-

n e c t s 
more 

with securing a dignity for all Ugan-
dans as you know that corruption is a 
massive security issue for our coun-
try.

What will it take for the campaign 
to keep this momentum and what 
should Ugandans expect from the 
Black Monday Movement in the 
year 2014?
What I hope for is that this will contin-
ue to be a citizens’ campaign. Fighting 
corruption must be everyone’s busi-
ness. In that regard, we must continue 
to make corruption such a risky be-
havior. We also need to acknowledge 
and dignify those who manage public 
offices with integrity. Right know it is 
risky to be incorruptible and many of 
those have been associated with pov-
erty. Therefore we need to make cor-
ruption risky for the thieves and make 
integrity attractive for Ugandans to 
embrace.

Your last words to Ugandans?
We all want a future in which our chil-
dren go to school and learn, mothers 
go to hospital and get proper treat-
ment and generally citizens to receive 
efficient service delivery. A country 
where there is dignity and opportunity 
for all. That’s the future required of all 
of us. So, together, we must resolve to 
fight this cancer that could consign us 
to the past and people are suffering. 
We must say enough is enough and 
embrace a future where dignity and 
opportunity thrive for all of us.

Make theft risky and integrity attractive 
– Bishop Zac Niringiye

Retired Kampala Diocese Bishop Dr. David Zac 
Niringiye has been instrumental in spreading in the 
fight against corruption in Uganda. We bring you his 
views about the Black Monday Movement and what 
role citizens have to play.

We need to acknowledge 
and dignify those who 
manage public offices with 
integrity. Right know it is 
risky to be incorruptible and 
many of those have been 
associated with poverty. 
Therefore we need to make 
corruption risky for the 
thieves and make integrity 
attractive for Ugandans to 
embrace.
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one year of 
black monday 

movement

Black Monday
Citizen Action Against theft of our money without SHAME!

Issue 8, July 2013

It is 8 months down the road 

since the Black Monday 

Movement first greeted 

dawn on November 12th 2012. 

Humorously, you could say 

that this road has been a typical 

Ugandan one – full of potholes 

and reckless fellow traffickers; 

but we are getting there!

Since a broad-based group 

of concerned citizens got to-

gether and decided that Enough 

is Enough, the Black Mon-

day Movement has achieved 

beyond what we could hope 

for. Millions of citizens across 

Uganda have read the seven 

issues of this publication; Of 

those, many share the publica-

tion with family and friends, 

come together and discuss or 

share their thoughts on social 

media; the number of Black 

Monday-related activities coun-

trywide is counted by dozens, 

and civil society members and 

activists have encountered 

many public officials and 

politicians who often end up 

supporting the cause. The sad 

side to the latter is that those 

same officials often have to 

keep their opinions silent. 

So, are we getting there? 

First of all, it is a very long 

road towards zero corruption. 

Black Monday is still a young 

movement and with time we 

will develop more tools to 

expose thieves who can be 

brought to justice. We also 

want to make theft of public 

money and corruption in any 

form, whether for personal or 

political gain, unacceptable in 

our society. 
It is not such an enormous 

task as it appears to be. You 

just have to start rejecting the 

criminality that corruption is. 

Take personal responsibility; 

you will surely feel inspired 

by reading this Black Monday 

Newsletter, not least by some 

of the testimonials. If you are 

new to the movement and have 

questions or doubts about what 

it is all about, you will find 

some answers. Lastly, have a 

look at the back page with the 

scandals, let the figures speak 

for themselves, and act!

Many moons ago, outrage over the 

incessant plunder of public funds 

brought civil society organizations 

and Ugandans alike to rethink the fight 

against this monstrous scourge and thus the 

Black Monday Movement was born.

The Black Monday Movement has 

continually grown by leaps and bounds.  

Citizens have gradually made the impor-

tant connection between their abhorrent 

circumstances and the ubiquitous but 

previously distant theft of public funds 

with impunity. Ugandans have also been 

emboldened and are steadily doing away 

with fear insofar as confronting the State, 

incompetent institutions and the thieves are 

concerned. 
It has brought a fresh dimension to 

civil society by providing a direct avenue 

through which institutions ‘boardroom de-

cisions impact and allow for citizen partic-

ipation. Most importantly, there has been 

response from some of the government 

officials that have taken sides with this 

campaign as one of the major avenues for 

addressing the corruption scourge through 

non-violent means.

It certainly has not been a rosy jour-

ney; the activists have had a few hiccups 

with security agencies through who should 

have instead supported their efforts. For in-

stance, over 30 activists have been locked 

up for fighting corruption and released on 

bond. This has been shocking to many 

especially when the government is busy 

preaching zero tolerance to corruption.

Notwithstanding the teething chal-

lenges around coordination, funding and 

Eight months,  eight
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a skater shows off the sixth edition of the Black Monday newsletter. the campaign has been able to reach millions of citizens with 

anti-corruption  messages through its publications.
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BLACK MONDAY

With pomp and ceremony 

Uganda launched the Vision 

2040, a promise to move 

Uganda to a first world country. 

But one may ask; how does a 

country like Uganda get first world 

status with the level of theft and 

misuse of public funds that we see 

today? Theft distorts the economy, 

especially labour markets.  When 

money is stolen, it is spent in the 

economy but not backed up with 

production activity; hence millions 

of people who could have benefited 

from being employedare left out of 

the production system. Inflation and 

the rise in interest rates in recent 

times are all effects of this perverse 

economy driven by theft.  

One of the biggest categories 

of people that have suffered from 

this theft is workers and workers’ 

unions which play an important 

part in the economy.While workers’ 

unions exist, they are not strong 

enough to influence wage levels or 

welfare standards for workers in 

industries and enterprises. Today, it 

is common to see workers who have 

been severely injured while at work 

in factories and not given sufficient 

medical attention. In the hotel 

industry, workers have been turned 

into casual labourers. A poverty study 

in the late 1990s that was done at the 

Ministry of Finance narrated stories 

of workers who could never meet 

their daily sugarcane cutting quotas 

set by their employers because they 

gave them limits that could never be 

accomplished by a human being, and 

they would always receive half pay. 

This points to a very precarious 

situation of worker’s welfare in 

Uganda. Many of the companies that 

subject labourers to these harsh 

conditions are owned by investors 

that are protected by those with 

political power. 

A related and even more precarious 

situation is the recently discovered 

theft of pensions, a heinous crime. Old 

people, who have worked as public 

officials and have invested most of 

their productive life contributing 

to the development of this country, 

today look on while thieves are 

enjoying. The pension thieves are 

now buying justice but it is not clear 

if any of the money that they stole can 

ever be recovered since it permeates 

many parts of the political patronage 

network and stealing syndicates. 

Not surprising many public officials 

today are looking elsewhere to 

build their retirement portfolios 

because they can no longer trust that 

their government will protect their 

earnings. This loss of public trust 

fuels petty corruption and is a recipe 

for grand corruption.

We should stop lying to ourselves 

that we can develop and become first 

world if we treat our most important 

resource – labour – the way we do 

today.  If Uganda is going to benefit 

from growth in the economy we 

must squarely address issues 

related to workers’ welfare and 

know that the quality of our 

workforce will determine the 

quality of growth. Today the young 

people are being hoodwinked 

to think that some hefty sums 

of money in a gunny-bag given 

by the President will solve 

their employment problems.

Gestures like that are expressions 

of political patronage and not 

prudent economic management. 

We should shun all political 

patronage that plays around with 

labour and instead demand to see 

investments in our young people 

that give them skills to contribute to 

the labour market. For workers who 

are already part of the economy, 

we demand that labour laws and 

standards are implemented by 

all our workplaces. The abuse of 

labourers by the so-called investors 

is something that we should shun. It 

is also imperative that Trade Unions 

are strengthened and employees are 

given the right to be part of a Trade 

Union.

We all have to understand that 

in a productive economy we should 

all play our part. For employers it is 

important to understand that a good 

business model includes responsible 

labour relations. For government, 

pensioners’ money that was stolen 

should be recovered and paid to 

its rightful owners. Government 

should also not treat young people 

deceptively; youth employment 

requires serious policy alternatives 

that build sustainable job models 

and allow young people to enter 

the job market and also transit into 

other parts of the economy.

Building a country is about 

building a robust economy that is 

devoid of theft of public funds, and 

employment and labor relations 

that protect workers earning and 

uphold their rights.

r.ssewakiryanga@ngoforum.or.ug 
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Tax and taxation are vital for 

development and gover-

nance of any country. By 

paying taxes, citizens contribute 

to building sovereign states and 

good governments in return offer 

the services expected of them. 

Paying tax is a patriotic duty 

and as Ugandans we should be 

proud tax payers. We should 

celebrate when we see greater 

dependence on domestic taxes as 

opposed to foreign aid through 

donors. This strengthens our 

sovereignty as a nation and 

prosperity as a people. At 13.5%, 

Uganda’s tax to GDP ratio is 

one of the lowest in Africa. We 

all should therefore be working 

towards increasing this ratio as a 

national goal. 
However, many Ugandans 

feel there is a tax burden already 

and would rather do without any 

more taxes. This feeling is under-

standable for when we pay taxes; 

we expect quality services and a 

caring government. However, in 

present day Uganda, these appear 

all to be a luxury. 

While Ugandans pay more 

taxes (direct and indirect) today 

than 3 decades ago, public ser-

vices remain very poor across all 

sectors. One of the major reasons 

for declining services is that 

money meant for service delivery 

is stolen by public officials and 

the cost of quality services is 

then passed on to citizens in what 

appears like a second round of 

tax. 
Corruption negatively impacts 

on the entire taxation chain from 

revenue generation, allocation to 

utilization and with no value for 

money, tax is at the moment is 

seen as a burden! 

While we advocate for the 

duty to pay tax, Ugandans should 

reject corruption and wasteful 

expenditure by government. This 

is THE cause that Black Monday 

is championing and we call upon 

all Ugandans to join in and fight 

theft of our taxes, WITHOUT 

SHAME!  

— Arthur.Larok@actionaid.org

All Ugandans are tax payers through 

paying direct taxes like PAYE (Pay 

As You Earn) and income taxes; and 

through indirect taxes like VAT. This fact 

is important to note since with the aboli-

tion of graduated tax in 2006 many Ugan-

dans, especially those in the informal 

employment, do not consider themselves 

as tax payers. Citizens pay their taxes to 

enable government to get revenue to pro-

vide essential social services (schools, 

hospitals) and infrastructure. This is the 

foundation of democracy and good gover-

nance because it forms the basis of the so-

cial contract between the government and 

its citizenry; i.e. citizens pay taxes and 

government provides the public goods 

and services. 
Whether willingly, unknowingly or 

under duress the citizens have kept their 

side of the contract, they have paid their 

taxes. Government on the other hand, as 

a result of the rampart corruption has to 

a large extent failed to fulfil its part of 

the bargain. Evidence of poor health fa-

cilities, lack of medicines in hospitals, 

deprived UPE schools, bad roads abound 

all over the country, are pushing citizens 

especially the poor into deeper impover-

ishment. Since the poor cannot afford to 

pay for private social services like health, 

they have sometimes paid the ultimate 

price - death.
As if that is not enough, the tax payer 

is again going to shoulder a heavier tax 

burden. As a result of the rampart corrup-

tion, many donors have withdrawn their 

budgetary support. External support to 
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The horrendous amounts of 

money stolen that came to 

the attention of Ugandans last 

year sparked civic action through 

the Black Monday movement and 

the women were not left behind. 

We joined many other citizens all 

over the country to say “Enough 

is enough!!!” We cannot afford to 

continue to be silent while tax-

payers’ money is being stolen. 

16 women die every day while 

bringing forth life; 39% of Ugan-

dan women aged 15-49 cannot read 

at all; women provide 70-80% of 

agricultural labour and yet still use 

rudimentary tools for farming; drop 

outs are higher among girls with 

only 34% of the enrolled girls join-

ing p7; The sad story goes on and 

on and on.
Arguably theft of public re-

sources affects everyone, young 

and old; men and women; rich and 

poor; rural and urban but we dare 

say that it affects women more than 

it does men. Women are more vul-

nerable to the impact of corruption 

than men, and this is particularly 

true of corruption in public service 

delivery. As women form a larger 

proportion of the poor and take 

primary responsibility for child 

care and care of their families, they 

are more reliant on freely provided 

public services. As a result, corrup-

tion in public service delivery has a 

disproportionate impact on women.

In this month’s Black Monday 

Newsletter, the torch is shone 

brightly on how theft of public re-

sources affects women in Ugan-

da…its impact…and our resolve 

to fight this terror. Our backs are 

breaking under the yoke of trying 

to sustain our families and com-

munities while wanton theft of our 

resources is going on unabated. We 

want better lives for the women of 

this country, for our mothers and 

our sisters and we will not rest until 

we see the political will to ensure 

zero tolerance to corruption. This 

is our country and we must all 

play our part to end the theft of our 

money. Let us all join hands and 

work together and believe that we 

can make a difference. The TIME 

TO ACT IS NOW! 

 — patricia.munabi@fowode.org

We have ceased to call it corruption. 

What is happening in Uganda now 

is grand robbery, driven by inex-

plicable greed. Theft of public resources 

has undermined the public good as seen 

not only in the near collapse of social 

services but also through the extreme de-

generation of human dignity. The level 

of wanton theft where majority of the 

people live on the edge organizing them-

selves more around burying their kind, 

than around health and wealth creation, is 

a direct function of the redirection of re-

sources and energy from the public good 

to individual aggrandizement. 

Recent research conducted in 2012 by 

Centre for Basic Research (CBR) around 

aspirations on Uganda at 50 Years of in-

dependence brought out the issue of cor-

ruption and greed as one of the key pre-

dicaments of Uganda today. Accordingly, 

greed was powered by extreme forms of 

individualism bringing into play strong 

sentiments such as “Uganda is not a vi-

able project”.
As a weapon of mass destruction, grand 

theft quickly undermines society vitality. 

But in this mass there are more losers than 

others. The Ugandan woman’s back is on 

the direct firing line. 

Women bear the harshest brunt of a 

heavy disease burden in the face of a de-

fective health system. At the very physi-

cal level, women toil as they take care of 

their children, husbands, brothers, fathers, 

sisters, in-laws and mothers, within a 

traumatised health care system. Men may 

suffer the same but they have the luxury 

of taking some leave of absence, and they 

are more likely to be cared for than caring 

for others. Even when the man’s mother 

or wife needs care, he will look for the 

Women carry the heaviest burden

of grand theft of public resources.
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A mother pushes her own bed in the maternity ward before giving birth. Our mothers 

have been subjected to such trauma under the run-down health care systems.
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Civic actions and the recent rec-

ognition of the role Ugandans 

MUST play in governing their 

country beyond voting, has brought 

to the limelight the burdens that we 

carry by while our resources are 

being stolen.
The farmers, and all those who 

fail to access and eat nutritious 

food adequate for their health, 

should join these actions col-

lectively saying ENOUGH is 

ENOUGH!. The state of hunger 

and malnutrition in the country 

is worrying everyone - maybe 

except those who have “eaten” 

what would have been eaten by 

the people; thereby depriving them 

opportunities and costing Uganda 

a double burden while the thieves 

become obese. 
We must know that if our money 

is put to appropriate use, Uganda 

may not be boosting 54 per cent 

adults who were stunted while they 

were children,  a poor workforce 

reduced by 4% due to child mortal-

ity caused by under-nutrition, 7 

per cent repetition in school due 

to stunting, 15 per cent annual 

mortality.  In addition, millions are 

going hungry, some even dying of 

starvation in various parts of the 

country clearly indicating a new 

form of corruption that must be put 

right on the spot.
The Black Monday Newsletter 

this month wishes to bring the un-

told story of hunger and malnutri-

tion while calling upon all Ugan-

dans to understand that for every 

shilling stolen you or your relative 

shall sleep hungry, while the cost 

is distributed to us all. Hunger and 

malnutrition sparks off all other 

forms of poverty – poor education 

and health, unemployment, want-

ing investments and lack of dignity.

The only accepted number of 

hungry and malnourished people 

is 0. Therefore we cannot wait, we 

cannot rest, we cannot sleep, we 

cannot look on until no shilling 

is stolen and no one is hungry, no 

child is malnourished and no one 

is obese. It’s your money and your 

food being stolen and it is your life 

and country at stake.

 

 — agneskirabo@yahoo.com

It is undisputable that Uganda is per-

haps the most endowed country in 

Africa, with fertile soils and all year 

round favourable climate, and now flow-

ing with oil. The country harbours 35% 

of the whole of Africa’s arable land with 

potential to feed close to 40 % of Africa’s 

population.  
Embarrassingly the same country has 

one out of every three children being 

stunted and with close to 8 million people, 

or 27.6 per cent of the population, going 

to bed hungry every day. For some loca-

tions like Karamoja, statistics indicate that 

shamelessly, close to 80% of the house-

holds cannot feed themselves. 

This number is on the rise with the in-

creasing population growth rate of 3.2%, 

one of the highest in the world. 

But the problem is not the growing 

population; it is merely because of the 

leadership crisis that befell this country - 

characterised by lack of direction, neglect, 

drift and fraud. 
Leaders in Uganda are just chronically 

insensitive to the needs of the ordinary 

people whom they have been elected to 

serve. While Ugandans are languishing 

in abject poverty and hunger, disease and 

destitution, Ugandan leaders are working 

out strategies on how to enrich and per-

petuate themselves in office. 

Acting from a greedy mind, these lead-

ers manage to keep Ugandans on rhetoric, 

leaving many Ugandans hoping to see the 

harvest of the unending promises. They 

will keep waiting until they discover they 

were duped. 
It is a known fact and it has been stated 

in almost all government documents that 

agriculture is the backbone of Uganda’s 

economy, providing a livelihood for 75% 

of Ugandans.  As such, one would expect 

that any committed leader who would 

want to make a difference for his people 

would target this sector.  

Interestingly, leaders in Uganda con-

tinue to accord agriculture the least pri-

ority; as far as budgetary commitment is 

concerned. Since 2000, the Ugandan gov-

ernment has allocated just 2-4 per cent of 

its national budget to agriculture. 

Greed fuels hunger
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After decades of waiting, bar-

gaining, negotiating, consult-

ing and fidgeting, Uganda 

finally has a land policy. But, 

what is a policy in a country well 

known for formulating good poli-

cies and programs on paper with 

little or perverse commitment to 

implementation?
First of all, why has it taken us 

so long to complete the process 

when responsible persons rec-

ognize that land, as observed by 

Hon Daudi Migereko, minister for 

lands, housing and urban develop-

ment, “is arguably the emotive, 

culturally sensitive, politically 

volatile and economically central 

issue in Uganda”?
While other government pro-

grams target specific groups of 

Ugandans, the land question drags 

us all into one lot characterized by 

what are proving to be incompat-

ible interests.
Haven’t we seen enough blood-

shed, loss of livelihood, family 

disintegration and violation of the 

land rights of indigenous groups 

due to greed within the organs 

charged with dispensing land jus-

tice?
The country’s top leadership 

is said to be at the centre of illicit 

land allocations to superficial in-

vestors who seek to enrich them-

selves. Natural resources includ-

ing forests and swamps have not 

been spared in these fraudulent 

allocations. Some of the so-called 

investors are alleged to be agents 

acting on behalf of government 

officials.
The country has witnessed 

widespread evictions of ordinary 

citizens by armed forces deployed 

by those who have acquired land 

using stolen public funds. What 

a shame! Land administrators are 

focusing more on fraudulent land 

deals from which they earn com-

missions instead of delivering 

quality services.
Now that the National Land 

Policy is in place, every citizen 

must rise to the occasion to de-

mand for and contribute to its im-

plementation to the letter, because 

land is our life, our dignity and 

our future.
– eobaikol@ulaug.org

The constitution vests the radical title 

to all land in Uganda in the citizens of 

Uganda, and the state exercises residual 

sovereignty on behalf of and in trust for the 

citizens of Uganda. Ironically, this valuable 

asset of Ugandans has become a problem 

that is placing citizens between a rock and 

a hard place. Our source of livelihood has 

become a death trap.

To begin with, how can you explain the 

persistent conflicts over land, which become 

rifer every dawning day? From every border 

of the country to the centre, people are liv-

ing in fear due to tenure insecurity.  

While historically Ugandans blame the 

country’s land problems to colonialists, a 

few powerful people have played a very key 

role in perpetuating injustices over land. 

Land grabbing is a practice associated more 

with those who wield power than foreigners 

or ordinary citizens. Where foreigners have 

acquired land and displaced citizens with-

out fair compensation, the process has been 

facilitated by Ugandans, usually for selfish 

gains. 
Transparency has continued to elude 

most players in the land sector to the det-

riment of ordinary citizens. This probably 

explains why former public land has been 

turned into freehold with individuals ac-

quiring full rights without considering the 

interests of occupants on such land. A closer 

examination of such transfers will reveal a 

network of individuals conniving to identify 

and allocate public land to themselves and 

their relatives. 
The central region has been hit by forgery 

of land documents, sometimes with assis-

tance of land administrators. In such deals, 

administrators effect necessary changes to 

land documents after receiving a bribe or 

a piece of the land in question. Is it by co-

incidence then that many land administra-

tors own land that is way beyond what they 

could afford with their income? 

Land Grabbing is Robbing 

Citizens of Life and Dignity!
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loSS oF diGNitY: an old woman with pieces of her property after eviction from 

Naguru  housing  estates.
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In the “Uganda Vision 2040”, the Nation-

al Planning Authority envisages a land 

of wealth and stability: 80 % of roads 

fully paved; all Ugandans living in planned 

settlements, four international airports, high 

speed trains, world-class health facilities, 

schools and a globally competitive agricul-

tural sector. 
This modern world is seen possible be-

cause the country will be earning several 

billions of dollars from its oil every year. 

On the face of it, it seems as simple as 

that: the international oil companies extract 

the crude oil, ship off some to the interna-

tional markets, a fraction goes into the pro-

posed refinery, earnings are shared accord-

ing to the terms of the Production Sharing 

Agreements and the money earned is used 

to supplement other existing sources of rev-

enue to finance this grand Vision 2040. 

This is the ideal scenario, and one that 

most adult Ugandans who have slowly wit-

nessed basic social services crumble around 

them over the years, dream about. But a 

dream it may remain for them, if the gov-

ernment remains on its current trajectory, 

where corruption, impunity and selfishness 

continue to prevail and the gap between the 

haves and have-nots, the corrupt and in-

corrupt, selfish and selfless keeps growing 

wider and wider. 
With the first barrel of oil for sale antici-

pated sometime around 2018, the govern-

ment seems to already be off to a very bad 

start. 
The recently passed petroleum laws have 

been criticized for neglecting the need for 

parliamentary oversight in the oil and gas 

sector, instead providing for tight ministeri-

THEFT: The major 

threat to oil benefits
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At a glance it is a no-brainer: A 

country discovers oil, extracts it-

since the world demand for oil is 

never-ending, starts scooping dollars, 

builds infrastructure, businesses start 

flowering, and standards of living im-

prove dramatically.  

But wait a minute. If you take a 

closer look, oil-producing countries 

are not following identical trajecto-

ries leading to prosperity – in fact 

there are many examples of oil lead-

ing to poverty.

There is another set of factors that 

determine if oil will benefit any given 

country, like legal frameworks, com-

pliance to international agreements, 

business environment, labour force 

skills, infrastructure, social stability, ap-

propriate economic mechanisms, trans-

parency and corruption, and others.  

If you take the prime example of 

well-managed oil wealth, Norway, 

oil in itself did not lead to prosper-

ity. Norway was a developed country 

even before they struck oil; and they 

had strong governance mechanisms 

in place before the oil started flow-

ing. But then again, Norway is one 

of the least corrupt countries in the 

world.

Or let’s take Nigeria. They are 

Africa’s leading oil producer, yet al-

most half the population lives below 

the poverty line-in other words they 

are in a worse position than Uganda. 

Why? Because Nigeria is one of the 

world’s most corrupt countries.

This is the crossroads Uganda is 

at now. We can choose poverty or 

prosperity, but for the latter to mate-

rialize, we need to install good gov-

ernance, transparency, a legislation 

that is clear and fair, and ensure that 

corruption and theft are eliminated.

Yet what we have now is (weak 

legislation, non-transparency, unfair 

land evictions, etc) just making the 

thieves richer while the rest of us suf-

fer.

In oil lies the opportunity to re-in-

vent our social infrastructure, but let 

us evict the thieves first.
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The ThefT of our money 

the taxes we pay (both direct 

and indirect) and the revenues 

from public investments – is 

now a tired story. It no longer 

makes headline in the news. In 

fact, we are surprised when a 

public official, politician or civil 

servant, does not steal from the 

public coffers. And those who 

steal, we protect: the government 

protects those it considers to 

be ‘important cadres’; religious 

leaders and fellow tribes’ mates 

protect their kin under the guise 

of ‘selective justice’ – “are they 

the only ones stealing?” they ask; 

the rest are silent even when they 

know who and what they have 

stolen, because the thieves are 

generous, or are their relatives, or 

friends or members of their party. 

Those who fight ‘thieving’ are 

given names, and are monitored 

closely by the Uganda Police 

lest they ‘incite violence’. Those 

arrested are kept in police cells 

briefly, released on police bond – 

to report weekly (preferably on 

Mondays), as the rest of Uganda 

continue in ‘business as usual’. 

This has become normal for 

Uganda!

What is not tired is the disastrous 

impact this theft and the thieves 

are having on the quality of the 

life of Ugandans. It is getting 

worse by the day. There is 

growing despair everywhere. 

Teachers, healthcare workers, 

traders, farmers – the more they 

work to make ends meet, the 

further away the ends diverge. 

And as for the children and 

youth of the land, who constitute 

the majority of our population 

(about 80%) – they are just there! 

The majority of these children 

and youth are in our schools, 

colleges and universities. For 

many of them, education has 

ceased to be the door to promise 

and opportunity; it has become 

another of the many graveyards of 

Uganda’s hopes and dreams. 

The Universal Primary Education 

(UPE), whose introduction in 

1997 gave hope for many who 

had been locked out of Uganda’s 

education system, has become a 

nightmare. Children are in school, 

but they are not learning. They 

are hungry; they do not have 

enough teachers; and the schools 

do not have adequate facilities. 

Teachers are not teaching: they 

are de-motivated because of 

poor pay, so spend more time 

in their gardens than they do 

in school. The results show. 

Only 25% of the children who 

started Primary One seat Primary 

Leaving Exams (PLE), the rest 

having dropped out. The girl-

child is the most vulnerable, for 

as soon as they hit puberty, the 

lack of sanitation facilities forces 

them out. It is no wonder that 

Uganda has the highest teenage 

pregnancy rates in Africa!   As 

for those who sit PLE and pass, 

only about 60% of them are 

absorbed at the secondary level 

(including technical schools). A 

similar percentage is lost at the 

tertiary level. And those who 

complete college have at most 

a 20% chance of some formal 

employment.

The government’s explanation is 

that there is not enough money; 

that the resource envelope 

is limited. On face value, it is 

possible to believe until you probe 

deeper. Recent official reports 

have shown that the country has 

been losing more money to theft 

than it receives in international 

aid. Think about it for a moment: 

if we plugged the holes of theft, 

we would not need international 

aid for social services! But 

every year, 
for a number 
of years now, 
the Ministry of 
Education has 
been reporting 

‘ghost’ schools’, 

‘ghost’ teachers 

and ‘ghost’ 
pupils. One 
wonders what 
it really takes 
to snuff out these ghosts! Due 

to the enormity of the thieving 

phenomenon, there is now new 

vocabulary to differentiate levels 

of theft: there is petty corruption 

and then grand corruption! Let 

no one lie to us: there is enough 

to go round. It is the theft in 

Government that is robbing us 

all – children, youth, parents, 

professionals – and our country 

the future we have worked for 

and indeed deserve.

This must stop. It cannot 

continue. We have already lost 

a generation. Imagine these 

millions of drop-outs, un-

employed and un-employable 

youth in 10 years time. Where will 

they be? What will they be doing? 

But 10 years is too long. They will 

not wait. We must all rise to save 

our future; the future of Uganda’s 

children and youth. 

Let us put our President on 

notice: “Live up to your pledge. 

Show the country that you mean 

what you say: Zero tolerance to 
corruption’ 
otherwise 
we shall 
conclude that 
you too are a 
beneficiary”. 
Let all do 
something; 
everyone, 
anywhere, 
everywhere. 
There is 

no one neutral on this. You are 

either with the thieves or you 

are with the future of Uganda.  

Let everyone of us do what we 

can do: shun our thieving family 

members, fellow believers and 

fellow workers. They are not only 

a shame to us; they are killing the 

future – theirs and ours. 

This calls for action for all. The 

time to act is now. We must save 

our education system, now!
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Alut Kot Primary School, Oyam District. Teachers  can happily teach if  they have a condusive environment. Their 

welfare and the learners’ needs to improve!

“Let us demand for resolute 

political action on the thieving 

ministers; interdiction for any 

Permanent secretary named 

in any scandal; full capacity for 

the institutions mandated to 

pursue the thieving civil servants; 

and the Police to halt any more 

intimidations of those fighting 

the vice”.

BLACK MONDAYIssue 4, March 2013
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!

Editorial
This March Edition of the Black Monday 

Newsletter is dedicated to the impact of cor-

ruption in the Health Sector. In the pages that 

follow, we share insights on the state of our 

health system and what stolen money could 

have done to help our hailing health system. 

We have analyses, opinions and poems about 

corruption as it relates to health service deliv-

ery.

As has become the norm, we bring some imag-

es in the centre spread as a pictorial on the im-

pact of corruption on health service delivery. 

Disturbing as these tales have become, we also 

have positive stories of determined and gallant 

Ugandan women and men who despite deplor-

able conditions brave themselves to save lives 

of fellow countrymen and women. These ef-

forts are worthy of our heroes’ praise and our 

government ought to reward these Ugandans 

by decisively dealing with the cancer of cor-

ruption.

Finally in this edition, we accord considerable 

space to explaining the ‘DNA’ of the Black 

Monday Movement, our intents and purposes 

and respond to frequently asked questions 

about the campaign. We remain unrelenting 

and believe we shall overcome whatever is in 

our way in this noble campaign done in part 

fulfilment of Article 17( i) of our Constitution 

and in Psalm 117 of the Bible in line with the 

founding motto of our nation, ‘For God and 

My Country’.

All Ugandans are called upon to join the Black 

Monday Movement and to start, just wear 

black every Monday and everything else will 

follow!

Enjoy the month of March and Special Prayers 

for the Women of Uganda during this month 

where we mark International Women’s Day.

Zzzzzzzzz zzzzzzzz zzzzzzz … my cell phone 

buzzed.  It was my wife calling, so I stopped every-

thing and picked up the phone. “Hello Cwit (sweetie 

in Luo), Eunice (not real name), our niece has been 

admitted at Mukono Church of Uganda hospital for a 

caesarean surgery”, she said. 

The operation was successful and Peace was in the 

recovery room, with a bouncing baby boy. Just ten 

minutes after the good news, Eunice’s baby boy had 

died. This family crisis made me ask many ques-

tions. Why did this young couple leave Kampala’s 

big hospitals, for the little known Mukono Church 

of Uganda Hospital? Because the standard was 

poor! The hospital where the couple had gone first 

had no power. Could this be the same reason why 

the rich and powerful, the President, Ministers, MPs 

go abroad instead of Mulago for treatment?  To find 

more answers, I plunged into an internet research of 

the archives of Ugandan newspapers.

The Daily Monitor archives headlines; hospital closes 

theatre and toilets, patients stuck after Kawolo hos-

pital x-ray machine breaks down, Kawolo Hospital 

on its death bed, set back as Ntungamo’s only doctor 

is arrested for graft,. The New Vision archives had; 

hospital battles with drug shortages, government to 

carry out maternal death audits, Buwenge health unit 

uses cotton wool for incubator; et cetera. 

These headlines are a contrast to the once celebrated 

Ugandan health facilities of the 1960s which attract-

ed many people from the neighboring countries for 

treatment. Mulago hospital which will be celebrat-

ing one hundred years in 2013, successfully hosted 

two Ugandans presidents, following assassination at-

tempts on the lives of Dr. Apollo Milton Obote who 

was shot through the tongue at Lugogo in 1970 and 

Field Marshall Idi Amin Dada following a grenade 

attack on him in Nsambya grounds in 1976. 

Both Leaders came out bouncing into their work af-

ter being treated in Mulago Hospital. Both Presidents 

had all their children delivered in Mulago hospital 

with the support of Ugandan midwives as opposed 

to today’s children of the rich and mighty being 

born in USA, Canada, UK, and Germany. Recently, 

President Museveni raised concern at the costs of 

treatment abroad usually taken by senior civil ser-

vants and politicians. While ordinary tax payers are 

left behind to die in the dilapidated hospitals here in 

Uganda, one might add.

Many causes for poor health services

Of course, not all is lost in the health sector, some 

serious work takes place in isolated places and many 

Ugandans report a start of improvements in service 

delivery albeit slowly. A health sector investment 

policy (HSSIP) is in place whose aim is to create a 

healthy and productive population. This sector has 

also been one that has received most donor projects 

in the last two and half decades. The Uganda govern-

ment recently secured a World Bank loan to renovate 

and expand a number of regional referral hospitals. 

Government moved to address theft by branding 

drugs. A health sector monitoring unit was set up in 

state house. The health sector has over the recent past 

been re-organised into a highly decentralised system 

with the hope of taking services closer to the com-

munity. Increasingly more children are immunized 

against the six killer diseases. But despite all these 

steps the health services in Uganda are still far from 

the dream that many Ugandans would want to see, 

and many reasons can be argued to explain this real-

ity. 

Uganda’s violent political history of our indepen-

dence negatively affected every facet of our society, 

the health sector being one of the most devastated.  

But twenty years of political stability of one continu-

ous regime still does not explain the current state of 

public health service delivery in Uganda.  

With over 80% of our GDP (Gross Domestic Prod-

uct) being produced in and around Kampala with a 

near dead rural economy and the increasing rural 

urban migration, it will continue to be very difficult 

to attract young health professionals into the country-

side unless special attention is given to their motiva-

tion. This has not been helped by the mere fact that 

Ugandan doctors have for long been the least paid 
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Editorial

That Uganda’s largely youthful 

and child population will stir the 

country to the future, be it one of 

gloom or bloom is a closed debate. 

It is only when we interrogate the 

ability of our youngsters to take 

the Nation into a future filled with 

more promise for all Ugandans 

that we shudder.

In 2009, the African Development 

indicators report released by the 

World Bank showed that youth 

comprise 83 per cent of the unem-

ployed in Uganda. Uganda is one 

of the world’s highest consumers 

of alcohol, the gambling or sports 

betting industry is one of the the 

fastest growing industry today, 

the HIV infection rate is now 400 

new infections a day and the rate 

of drug abuse in the country has 

also shot up. Many of the country’s 

most brilliant young minds now 

wake up drunk to get drunk - and 

lay waste in a pool of apathy and 

despair. Our Youth population 

has now become a development 

burden and a security threat to the 

country.

This 3rd edition of the Black Mon-

day newsletter is about theft of 

taxes and the impact it has on the 

lives of young people. Theft of our 

money is really theft of opportu-

nity. To steal money for schools, 

roads, hospitals, agricultural 

equipment and pension is to steal 

the opportunity for education, eco-

nomic growth, access to affordable 

health, livelihood and dignified 

retirement of Ugandan Citizens.

To stay silent in the midst of this 

wild theft is to mock history. To 

condone this loot is to forsake 

our children. It is indeed, an act of 

betrayal to God and Country!

Issue 3, February 2013

Anyone who follows the news in 

Uganda lately would be forgiven 

for referring to the hourly and daily 

broadcasts as theft updates! But the 

news rarely go beyond the polemics 

of citing a few convictions of sacrifi-

cial lambs.

There is a nexus between the theft 

of public funds, economic develop-

ment and an opportunity base for the 

ordinary Ugandan. 

“The rising number of unemployed 

people in Uganda is not a coinci-

dence; many young people graduate 

from university but are unable to se-

cure jobs due to lack of skills tailored 

to today’s labor market,” according to 

Edna Akullo, a Gender Economist and 

member of the Young Leaders’ Think 

Tank for Policy Alternatives. Refer-

ring to available data, Akullo holds 

that “youth unemployment has a di-

rect link to the rampant corruption…

the loss of over three trillion shillings 

in corruption in a period of twelve 

years (2000-2012) is the equivalent 

of over fifty major industries and 

thousands of employment opportuni-

ties lost to individual pleasures.”

She concludes thus: “fifty industries 

is a lot of entrepreneurial ventures 

and job opportunities; these would 

have gone a long way in boosting 

economic growth from increased 

taxes and development of our hu-

man resource, particularly Uganda’s 

predominantly young populace. We 

are losing money that would have 

otherwise financed our entire budget 

without borrowing from outside.” 

When a person is not engaged in 

production for economic purposes, 

they become entirely dependent on 

the state for survival. This is mani-

fested in a plethora of ways includ-

ing patronage networks, tokenism, 

tribal and religious enclaves seek-

ing the state’s attention and a huge 

public administration wage bill—all 

the foregoing three are present in 

Uganda.

No other venture in Uganda exempli-

fies this situation as accurately as the 

Youth Venture Capital Fund which 

has stoked the fires of disillusion-

ment because it is almost impossible 

for the youth to access this fund 

because of the conditions set. 

Helena Okiring the Programmes 

Manager at the Uganda Youth Net-

work (UYONET) decries the fact 

that “the Fund has so far been a 

false-dawn. Wherever we have had 

meetings with the youth across the 

country that subject has generated 

rage and confusion.” 

BLACK MONDAY SPOKE TO A NUM-

BER OF YOUNG PEOPLE ON THE 

IMPACT OF THEFT; IT WAS IN-

TERESTING WHAT THEY HAD TO 

SAY, INCLUDING A CALL FOR THE 

CASTRATION OF ONE OF UGANDA’S 

LEADERS… READ ON FOR DETAILS:

*All interviews were carried out in 

local dialects and then transcribed in 

English.

NAMUWONGO MARKET 

The beehive of activity that punctu-

ates any Ugandan market was no 

less evident from the food market in 

Namuwongo. The food vendors’ labo-

rious day often starts at 1.00 am with 

offloading food from delivery trucks; 

the vendors then plough through to 

dawn, endure the scorching sun and 

can only retire after dusk.

The fact that this food trade employs 

hundreds of women means that ill-

nesses and dangers like pneumonia, 

assault and rape are always lurking 

in the night. Regardless, Uganda’s 

women and men endure all these 

hardships and brave these risks in 

their daily quest to make ends meet.

Black Monday spoke to three young 

women; one was Madinah, friendly 

and upbeat; the other was Mama 

Junior, feisty and reserved; and her 

twenty one year old sister Stella. 
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Editorial

Last year we launched a renewed 

citizen drive in a rebranded effort 

to fight wanton theft of public 

money and donor aid!

We believe that current efforts by 

government to fight corruption are 

not just ineffective, but sometimes 

diversionary for how else can we 

explain the burgeoning corruption 

industry, most of it connected di-

rectly to the state and highly place 

political leaders, at a time when we 

have numerous policies, legisla-

tions and institutions charged with 

fighting graft?

In 2012, we resolved to form the 

‘Black Monday Movement’ as a so-

cial movement against the escalat-

ing theft of public money, without 

SHAME. We committed to several 

actions illuminated in the maiden 

Edition of the Black Monday Bul-

letin - http://www.actionaid.org/

sites/files/actionaid/black_mon-

day_newsletter_dec_2012.pdf

In 2013, we return with even 

more determination to make our 

campaign against theft of public 

money count. In this edition of the 

Black Monday Bulletin, we cover 

the plight of our Police Force, we 

share outcomes from civil society 

activities during the anti corrup-

tion week, we have a pictorial of 

Uganda’s dire social services at a 

time when trillions of tax payer’s 

money and donor aid continue 

to be stolen, eaten or diverted by 

shameless government officials. 

We also have reflection pieces from 

civil society leaders and a Letter to 

the President.

Welcome to this edition of the 

Black Monday movement Bulle-

tin and please remember to wear 

black every Monday as a symbol of 

this struggle! 

Issue 2, January 2013

Our Police Force Deserve Better!

|  By Black Movement Activist

The scorching sun was steadily lick-

ing up every puddle dotting the com-

pound of the Uganda Police Training 

School in Kibuli, leaving crusty flakes 

of earth in every depression that only 

a few hours ago was the reminder 

of a heavy downpour the previous 

night. While I waited for Milton (not 

real name) the police officer who 

agreed to give me an interview for 

this story, the squalor that afflicts 

this country’s Police Force was in 

plain view. The reality out-did my 

imagination! Sleeping under leak-

ing roofs means that families have 

to endure wet nights and in the day, 

put mattresses and other household 

items out to dry.

A few feet away from the tree-shade 

where I stood waiting for Milton, a 

couple of Police officers’ children 

were enacting a wrestling match they 

had probably watched from one of 

the video shacks in their neighbour-

hood. A dozen or so others were glee-

fully chasing after a gaggle of ducks 

while at the far end of the compound, 

a number of girls were savouring a 

game of dodge-ball - kwepena. 

Invariably, these children were either 

half-naked or, especially for toddlers, 

completely naked; malnutrition and 

disease were evident in more ways 

than one: discoloured hair, bulging 

bellies, repulsive and unrelenting 

coughing, which occasionally made 

one of the little girls seem like she 

was gasping for air to stay in the 

game. 

My phone’s vibration snapped - it 

was Milton signalling me to his 

one-roomed iron hovel, derisively 

referred to as “mama ingia pole”. He 

invited me into his ‘house’ to greet 

his pregnant wife who was taking a 

nap in the less than four-metre-radi-

us of space serves as a living room, 

bedroom, household items store for 

himself, his expectant wife and three 

infant-children as well as “night-

parking” for his rusty bicycle. 

For the next half hour, he fielded a 

number of my questions—occasion-

ally pondering in deep thought—

about how he makes ends meet 

with a paltry two hundred thousand 

shillings. Through nearly-welling 

eyes and the desperate wringing of 

his palms, he recounts to me how in 

addition to a monthly remittance to 

his elderly mother, a huge portion of 

his meagre salary has already been 

spent on treating his sister who re-

cently broke an arm. There is nothing 

left to take his first born to school. 

He is choking on so much debt that 

even if his January 2013 salary was 

paid immediately, half of it would be 

erased by clearing debts for neces-

sities at the local shops and market 

stalls for the special vegetable diet he 

purchases on credit for his expecting 

wife. 

That there are 37,400 individuals like 

Milton, most of whom spend their 

days wearing one of the five Police 

uniforms—in service of their coun-

try—yet living in such despicable 

conditions is an indictment on the 

priorities of this government. The 

glaring irony is the Force’s apparent 

Vision: “to provide an enlightened 

and motivated Police Force that 

is efficient and accountable to the 

people.”

Forty minutes later, I asked Milton 

my last question: I wanted to know 

why he claims to appreciate the 

political crisis in the country and yet 

when he and his colleagues are de-

ployed to stop demonstrations, they 

descend so ruthlessly and beat up, 

clobber and mishandle the same peo-

ple who are fighting for a cause they 

apparently agree with. His answer 

startled me. He argued that his inten-
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Editorial

As I gathered material on corrup-
tion for this publication, I kept 
notes and summaries and sent 
some of them to media houses for 
publication. One editor looked me 
in the face and said, “My friend, I 
don’t want to lie to you. My job is 
at stake if I publish more of your 
corruption issues”. That is how 
horrible it has come to in Uganda. 
This Mr. Editor has very quickly 
forgotten or probably doesn’t 
know that as long as we accept 
corruption and theft of public 
funds, then it will thrive. We need 
to note that accepting is not just 
taking a bribe or abusing our 
offices. It includes not reporting, 
not investigating corruption cases 
and not understanding the conse-
quences of corruption.

In his words, the Former UN secre-
tary General, Kofi Annan expounds 
that: Theft of public funds hurts 
the poor disproportionately-by 
diverting funds intended for devel-
opment, undermining government 
ability to provide basic services, 
feeding inequality and injustice 
and discouraging foreign invest-
ment and aid.

This has entirely unfolded in Ugan-
da. In this maiden editorial of the 
black Monday newsletter, we bring 
you stories and images from the 
mourning week called by the Civil 
society, several of whom closed 
offices to mourn the increasing 
theft of public money. We aim to 
publish this every first Monday 
of the month. “Enough is Enough. 
We want action against Thieves 
in government.” Join us in fighting 
against impunity in our country. 
Wear black to work on every first 
Monday of the Month.
Samanya. 
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The FIRST BLACK MONDAY
|  By ActionAid staff Everyday Ugandan lives are lost because of 

corruption. That’s why we were mourning in 
November.

Civil society organisations intro-
duced the first Black Monday Novem-
ber 12th 2012, followed by a week 
of mourning. It began as an act of 
patriotism and true grief over the 
thousands of lives that are lost to cor-
ruption in Uganda. This is neither ex-
aggerated nor pretentious; just think 
of it: every day 16 women in Uganda 
die in labour. Why? And why have we 
come to think of phenomena like that 
as that’s just how it is? The truth is 
that corruption kills, that these lives 
are lost because somebody is steal-
ing the monies that were meant for 
maternal health care. The examples 
of corruption are endless but it does 
not have to be that way!

Following what seems to be an end-
less wave of corruption scandals, 
even in the highest government of-
fices, the Uganda civil society agreed 
to take action. Led by Uganda Nation-
al NGO Forum, under which umbrella 
you will find more than hundred 
NGO’s, ActionAid, DENIVA (Develop-
ment Network of Indigenous Vol-
untary Associations) and UYONET 
(Uganda Youth Network) under the 
Uganda National NGO Forum we said 

“Enough is Enough” and started plan-
ning for a variety of activities.

Most importantly we wished to ex-
press our sympathy for the victims of 
corruption, thus dedicating a whole 
week of mourning and wearing black. 
Also, we closed business for one day, 
Monday 12th, as a sign a grief, a day of 
citizen action, and to mark that civil 
society and development organisa-
tions have, and are insisting on, a 
part to play in Uganda.

Organisations organised events 
across Uganda, and in Kampala a 
mourning ceremony was planned at 
the grounds of Uganda Manufactur-
ers Association (UMA) on Jinja Road 
on Monday 12th.

A successful press conference was 
put together, and the simple messag-
es “Enough is Enough” and rebrand-
ing corruption as theft together with 
the idea of a “Citizen’s prison” for 
the thieves were easy to understand 
and very appealing. In addition there 
were radio talk shows in many up 
county locations. The day after, on 
Black Monday 12th the press corps 

was on the spot from 8am.

The organisations behind the Black 
Monday Mourning prepared for the 
actions, produced drawings, placards 
and banners. An online strategy was 
layed out and obviously included 
Facebook and Twitter updates. Most 
importantly, an alternative venue was 
found and the decision of not in any 
way being confrontational with the 
police was agreed on.

Lock-outed but carrying on
On the morning of Monday 12th, 
the main gate at the UMA Confer-
ence Hall on Jinja Road was locked 
and blocked by a trailer truck Plain 
cloth security personnel told the 
first members of the group that the 
protested would not be allowed and 
that if they insisted to use the place, 
they would be arrested. The driver of 
the truck was informed that citi-
zens would mobilize the businesses 
community in Uganda not to use 
their company, the Danish haulage 
and  transport company Maersk, 
and expose the Danish tax record. 
The driver immediately removed his 
truck.

Bidding farewell to corruption and theft in our country.

Enough is Enough! Action against theft of public money.

Inside this issue
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In a bid to contribute to ending the 
institutionalized Recreation for De-
velopment and Peace RDP)-Uganda 

subscribed and joined the Black Mon-
day Movement from the inception. . 
The movement was and remains in line 
with our work, focusing at achieving 
good governance and end of theft in 
Uganda. 

RDP-Uganda committed to popu-
larizing the Black Monday Movement 
every Monday, the newsletter and 
shunning businesses owned by cor-
rupt personalities. With support from 
our partners Uganda National NGO 
Forum, ActionAid, Uganda Debt Net-
work (UDN), Uganda Youth Network 
(UYONET), Anti-Corruption Coali-
tion Uganda (ACCU) and Human 
Rights Network (HURINET), we have 

extensively popularized the movement 
through distributing 350 newsletters 
every month; we agreed to wear black 
every Monday - which has become part 
of our culture; sensitize other non- state 
actors and private business owners to 
appreciate and join the movement. We 
have continued to shun businesses of 
corrupt government officials including 
Kings Broadcasting services (KBS) 
in Masindi; the Radio station owned 
by Hon Kabakumba Matsiko Ab-
wooli, MP Bujenje constituency. She 
was implicated of stealing radio masts 
from Uganda Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (UBC) in Kampala for private use 
at her own station while serving as the 
Minister for Information and National 
Guidance.

We have succeeded in some in-

stances, where some members of the 
community, especially in urban centers, 
have adopted and appreciated the cul-
ture of putting on black every Monday 
thus portraying annoyance and anger 
at the Government failure to curb cor-
ruption. The Black Monday newsletter 
has been such a darling to many, espe-
cially town dwellers, and they are al-
ways asking for them from offices and 
wherever they meet a representative of 
RDP-Uganda. Staffs of micro-finance 
institutions, NGOs, health institution’s 
and banks have joined the struggle. 
Amongst our activities we have deliv-
ered copies of the newsletter to their 
offices; talked to their staff one on one, 
attended radio talk shows, inviting peo-
ple for our activities and visiting their 
offices to talk about corruption.  The 

question remains whether they read the 
newsletter or not? 

Among the challenges encountered 
is the fact that the Back Monday Move-
ment has not been well perceived and 
received by some Government officials 
who term it as hostile to government.

“We have different categories of 
NGOs in the district, while others are 
real allies some like Black Monday are 
indeed a co-wife to government” as-
serted the RDC Masindi during one of 
the council meetings. They also claim 
that the movement is illegal and that 
they question the source of its funding.

The grassroots community has not 
yet connected with appreciated the 
movement which poses a big challenge 
and shows disparity between rural and 
urban people. TWe still lack informa-

tion about the businesses owned by the 
culprits of corruption in the district. 

Therefore, there is need for all 
of us to come together and reflect on 
our results. A lot of support is needed 
from national partners in terms of legal 
backing, radio talk shows and techni-
cal support. The lower local govern-
ments should be well sensitized about 
the intentions of Black Monday so that 
they can be able to appreciate the issue, 
which nobody can disagree is crucial 
for the country.

RDP Uganda is continuously com-
mitted to the fight and shall always do 
and together we shall reach the Prom-
ised Land of a corruption free Uganda. 

— aneuruokwai@yahoo.co.uk

Towards the  Promised Land 
of a theft-free Uganda: Bunyoro

The Uganda police made 
an unsuccessful attempt to 
stop activities marking the 

Black Monday in Teso sub re-
gion. In accordance with the 
national theme, the activities re-
volved around the health sector 
and the activists chose to have 
their activities conducted in the 
compound of a health center 
III in Gweri Sub County, So-
roti District. The activists from 
Teso Anti-corruption Movement 
steered by Teso Anti-Corruption 
Coalition (TAC) started their 
activities with a guided tour of 
the health center premises. The 
tour reflected grave inadequa-
cies which included: low staff-
ing levels; absence of electricity 
to effectively run the institution;  
charging of illegal user fees; 
limited supply of essential  drugs 
owing to the “push system” ; and 
theft of  property from the health 
center by unknown individuals

Given the attitude of the po-
lice to always crack down on 
Black Monday events and the 
fact that the president would 
be visiting Teso for a fundrais-
ing activity, the activist decided 
to plan for a clandestine Black 
Monday “operation” in Gweri 
Sub County. Numerous trips 
were made to the health center 
and to the trading Center on Sat-
urday and Sunday. Clandestine 
mobilization was done with the 
support of the members of the 
Grassroots Accountability Com-
mittee of TAC. This was done in 
way to beat surveillance by the 
security agencies.

On the D- day, the activists 
arrived at Gweri Sub County in 
a hired public van, made a stop-
over at the trading center, disem-

barked from the van before walk-
ing through the trading center to 
the health center a few meter 
away. While at the center, a few 
copies of the previous editions 
of the Black Monday newsletter 
were distributed and this caused 
a lot of excitement in the center. 
The community joined the ac-
tivists as they all walked to the 
health center and congregated 
under a mango tree. It was at 
this point that the woman Mem-
ber of Parliament, Hon. Angel-
line Ossege, a resident of the 
area joined to participate in the 
event as a patriotic citizen. The 

Black Monday newsletter was in 
high demand because the com-
munity had been hearing about 
it in the media but had never had 
an opportunity to see or read the 

publication. 
After the inspection of the 

health center, the team returned 
to the venue to a rapturous wel-
come by the community. They 
sang a popular Ateso song 
which when literal interpreted 
means “Jesus’ army will not be 
scared” The excitement attract-
ed the attention of the police. At 
the time, Gweri police post had 
only two officers and the offi-
cers were unable to contain the 
growing crowd. The police were 
frantically making phone calls, 
and they were consulting Soroti 
Central Police Station. The OC 

Julius Eswaggu called the LC III 
Chairperson inquiring whether 
we had secured permission to be 
at the premises to which he an-
swered in the affirmative. After 
further calls the Chairman Gweri 
Sub County was called aside and 
connected to the District Police 
Commander Mr. Wabwire on 
phone who declared the meeting 
illegal and that they would take 
action. This was around 2pm 
and the Black Monday events 
were drawing to a close. 

After, community members 
confronted the OC police post 
demanding for an explanation 

why he attempted to interfere 
with the meeting. There was 
a bitter exchange between the 
Woman MP and the OC Gweri 
police post. The MP stated that 
“this country belongs to all of us 
and as such you should not ter-
rorize the citizens because they 
pay your salaries”. The OC stat-
ed that whereas what the activ-
ists were doing was right, they 
should have informed the police 
about the activity. The OC in-
formed the activists that he had 
given the number plates of the 
vehicle that were being used to 
the police at Soroti Central Po-
lice Station and that the activists 
would be intercepted by the po-
lice on their way back to Soroti. 
The activists set off from Gweri 
Sub County and indeed mid-way 
to Soroti, the activists saw a po-
lice van fast approaching them 
at break neck speed with police 
in full anti -riot gear hanging 
precariously on the vehicle. 

While it was expected that 
the police would intercept the 
activist van, the police just 
whizzed past the activists van 
which was fully draped in the 
Teso Anticorruption Coalition 
regalia. The activists cheered 
and instructed the driver to drive 
much faster in the hope that the 
police would recognize the ac-
tivists and turn to trail them. The 
activists cheered on in triumph 
as they had beaten the police at 
their own game and sped off to 
Soroti town and assembled at 
the TAC to debrief and celebrate 
the patriotic mission success-
fully accomplished.


— sarimon@tacteso.org

Black Monday Movement in Soroti – Police gives way

Citizens discuss with police after being 
intercepted during the distribution process.

The community joined 
the activists as they all 
walked to the health 
center and congregated 
under a mango 
tree...  the woman MP, 
Angelline Ossege, a 
resident of the area 
joined to participate in 
the event as a patriotic 
citizen.
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Black Monday Movement goes global: The Malawi experience
The Black Monday Movement 
has gone a long way in influenc-
ing the international spaces 
in motivating fellow CSOs to 
mobilise citizens to say enough 
is enough to theft of public 
resources.  Below we bring you 
one of the articles in the Nyasa 
Times about the way govern-
ment has responded to the 
campaign.

JB warns Malawi CSOs 
against ‘coup’ protests, 
rues aid freeze

Malawi President Joyce 
Banda has accused the 
Civil Society Organisation 

(CSOs) advocating for ‘Black 
Monday’ anti-government pro-
tests, accusing them of plotting to 
topple her government. Thirteen 
high-profile civil society organi-
sations (CSOs) operating under 
the Grand Coalition are planning 
to hold street demonstrations and 
vigils against Banda’s rule fol-
lowing the cash-gate corruption 
scandal.  But President Banda 
speaking during a political rally 
held at Kalambo primary school 
ground at Area 25 in the Lilon-
gwe on Saturday said the pro-
tests should not go on as they 
were seeking for regime change. 
President Banda warned those 
planning to hold protests against 
her administration at her resident, 
saying it is tantamount to a coup.

“If anything you should re-
move me through a ballot in 2014 
elections,” said President Banda.

Black Monday
The CSOs are advocating for 

‘Black Monday’ when Mala-
wians will dress in black every 
Monday to symbolise the death 
of the public purse after being 
looted by thieves. The Grand Co-
alition wants to seek a vote of no 
confidence in President Banda’s 
administration and push for an in-
terim government if the State does 
not address their concerns over 
the way it is handling the massive 
looting of public resources.

Minister of Information and 
Civic Education Brown Mpin-
ganjira, who is the official gov-
ernment spokesperson, on Mon-
day, was quoted in print media 
saying that the statement by the 

CSOs was treasonous. But law 
experts argued that there is noth-
ing treasonous in a statement is-
sued by the CSOs.

“Government must be number 
one to provide this political space 
where citizens can freely express 
themselves how the affairs of the 
State must be run. Free speech in 
a democracy is fundamental and 
citizens must never be threatened 
with treason for exercising that 
right,” Dean of law at the Univer-
sity of Malawi’s Chancellor Col-
lege in Zomba, Dr Mwiza Nkhata 
was quoted saying.

Lawyer Justin Dzonzi, execu-
tive director of Justice Link also 
argued that CSO’s planned ac-
tions are not to remove the Presi-
dent by force, but to hold peace-

ful demonstrations.

Aid freeze
During the Saturday’s rally, 

President Banda in an indirect 
reference to the donor aid freeze 
over corruption scandal, she said 
it is unfortunate that her govern-
ment is now been penalised for 
fighting deep looted corruption 
which has long been in the coun-
try.

“Since I came into power I 
have been saying that one of 
my major tasks was to root out 
corruption in the country. And 
I repeated the same during the 
Ecama (Economic Assosication 
of Malawi)  meeting in Mangochi 
whose fruits were  the arrest of 
those involved in cashgate scan-

dal,” said Banda.
She said: “I want to remind all 

Malawians that the beginning of 
the arrests on Capital Hill plunder 
was initiated by the steps I took 
prior to the crackdown.

“When I took over power I em-
phasized on the need for thorough 
scrutiny of our financial manage-
ment system and on September 7, 
2013, I emphasized on the same 
in Mangochi and this resulted 
in the first arrests on September 
12, 2013, and subsequent arrests 
which have now added up to 68.”

Malawi depends on donors to 
bankroll up to 40 percent of its 
development budget.

Donors under the Common 
Approach to Budgetary Support 
(CABS) have said they will not 
disburse pledged aid until Febru-
ary after an International Mone-
tary Fund review. They have also 
warned that the next aid tranche 
depends on government efforts to 
fight the rampant corruption.

“We will not be able to resume 
support through government sys-
tems until we have a clear assur-
ance, independently verified, that 
our resources are all being used 
for their intended purpose,” said 
Sara Sanyahumbi, a British diplo-
mat who heads the donor group-
ing which includes European 
countries, the European Union 
and the World Bank.

— By Harry Chibwe, 
Nyasa Times

Posted Nov. 23, 2013

Anti-corruption activists in Malawi protest the 
high levels of corruption on a Black Monday

Newsletter distribution with the RDC’s blessing - Kaberamido
On 23rd May, 2013 as usual for 

Kaberamaido District Net-
work (KADINGOF) busi-

ness, we picked Black Monday 
newsletters on our way to Ochero 
Sub County for community sensi-
tization on women’s rights. 

After a distance of 10 km we 
received a call asking for more 
newsletters from a taxi guide in 
town. We sent more. There was 
certainly short supply of the cop-
ies and some who had started sell-
ing at a cost of 2000/=. One of the 
buyers was the RDC. 

When we reached Ochero; the 
LC III Chairperson declined to 
join us because of a media report 
he had seen on NTV indicating 
how the activists were being man-
handled by police.

On the start of the distribution 
of the magazine in the district, 
many district leaders had different 

perceptions on the information. 
Some persons in the organization 
explained that there is saying we 
are fighting the government, but 
that information is false and that 
we want to contest for some polit-
ical positions and not interfering 
with the peace, as alleged.

Two days later, RDC Kabera-
maido made a warning during a 
burial of one of the community 
members in Otuboi sub -county 
that citizens should not receive 
this newsletter and those distrib-
uting it would be arrested. On the 
following day the DISO ganged 
up with the ones from the neigh-
boring district.

We immediately sent mes-
sages to members in the region to 
stand with us in case any action 
was taken against us. Many sent 
in advice on how to approach the 
situation which we followed. Teso 

Anticorruption Coalition (TAC) 
then mobilized a team including 
one of the lawyers, Chairperson 
TAC, one staff, and joined mem-
bers of KADINGOF Board, staff 
and Quality  Assurance Mecha-
nism (QuAM) committee to meet 
the RDC.

In the meeting, the RDC com-
plained that we would started 
distribution from her office but 
ended up buying the magazine 
at a cost and also feared that this 
information was of national level, 
not community oriented which 
would fuel the unemployed des-
perate youth.

On the inquiry as to the ban-
ning of the newsletter in Kabera-
maido district, the RDC said that 
she had not received any express 
directive from her superiors. She 
therefore advised that prior to any 
distribution, KADINGOF should 

first remit the newsletters to her 
office upon which the distribution 
modalities shall then be discussed. 
She emphasized that for purposes 
of accountability, the distribution 
point and the responsible persons 
should be known to her office. 
She noted with concern as to why 
she had to buy a copy of the same 
at 2,000= and yet the newsletter 
is free.

In her final submission, the 
RDC reminded the members 
that she is on record as an anti-
corruption activist and was one 
of the original founders of Teso 
Anticorruption Coalition and 
a member of the Uganda Debt 
Network. She stated that on mat-
ters of transparency and account-
ability the members of the CSOs 
must not only treat her as an ally 
but also count on her. “I want this 
team to go with a clear picture 

that nothing should be concealed 
from the people……and that what 
is contained in this magazine is 
the truth, absolutely the truth” she 
emphasized with a reminder that 
“sensitive information dissemi-
nation” is a requirement of good 
patriots.

We agreed as a way forward 
that for issue of the Black Mon-
day newsletter, we will start with 
RDCs office, which we are doing 
now and the business continued 
to date. The newsletter has con-
tinued to attract attention of the 
locals who book the copies in 
advance. In response to the mes-
sages; the members of the public 
and some politicians bring re-
ports to KADINGOF to help fol-
low some projects on areas they 
think are not being implemented 
as planned.

— roselindaoyuu@gmail.com
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What must we do to get our money back?

Wear only black 
clothes every 
Monday to show you 
are tired of theft.

Demand political 
action from the 
President

Isolate every thief 
implicated in a 
theft scandal. Don’t 
invite them to your 
burials, weddings.

Do not buy goods 
or services from 
businesses owned 
by thieves. Support 
Ugandans working 
honestly to make a 
living.

SUMMARY OF CORRUPTION SCANDALS TO LOOK BACK AT

 

 

 

 

  

2009 
UMEME 

subsidy fee 
155 Billion

2009 

NAADS 

2.7 Billion

2008 

Temangalo 

11 Billion

2006 

Meant for UPE 

82 Billion

2006 
Via Tri star 

(cloth making) 
20 Billion

2007 

CHOGM 

247 Billion

2012 
Lost in the 

Pension scandal 
Over 262 Billion

2012 

(Min of Finance) 
400 Billion

2012 
Lost via Education 

Ministry
375 Billion

2011 
Meant for 

Bicycles 
5 Billion2011 

Identity cards 

205 Billion

2011 

Basajjabalaba 

169 Billion

2010
Lost Via 

Posta Kenya 
2.5 Billion

2009

NSSF 

2.7 Billion

2000                 

 Police Payment         

1 Billion 2003 

GAVI 

1.6 Billion

2012 
Lost through breach 

of contract by Quality 
Chemicals Industries

46.8 Billion

2012 
V
Prime Minister 

50.2 Billion

2012
Lost in compensation 

to Dura Cement 
Limited

37.9 Billion

2003 
Lost through 
Min of Health 

135 Billion

2003 
Training ghost 

soldiers 
20 billion

2006 

Global Fund 

600 Billion

@BLACKMONDAY_UG 

BLACK Monday Movement

Until all the thieves have 
returned our money.

12

2004
Compensation 

to Basil 
Engineering 
36.4 Billion

2002
Compensation 

to Xpectrade Ltd
6.2 billion

2009
Compensation 
to Haba Group

24.5 Billion

Compensation 
to Rhino 

Investments
14.9 Billion

2012
Compensation 
to Beach Side 
Development 

Services
1.69 Billion

Shs 3.695 trillion 
lost to theft. 

Time to wake up!

Forum for Women in Democracy (FOWODE) fowode@fowode.org/ +256414286063
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2013
Internet Deal
107.8  Billion




