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The Western Leg of the Anti-Corruption Caravan continues to attract the attention of Ugandans from all
walks of life. The citizens have embarked on a name and shame project of officers involved in vote buying
and all forms of corrupt tendencies. Capture all the highlights Here and more in this Weekly Edition.

In the photo is part of the crowd that welcomed the caravan to Mbarara.

Sheema;#No Vote
Buying

The caravan managed to get the youths, Women, the elderly
and even musicians like Ronald Mayinja to denounce vote
buying and vote selling in Mbarara. #No Vote buying!

The 2015 Western Leg of the Anti-Corruption Caravan has
gone into its 7" day with two massive Stopovers in Rubindi
and Bwizibwera Trading Centers and a grand rally at Kizungu
playgrounds in Mbarara District. Residents accused the Po-
lice, Politicians and Courts of Law of engaging in corrupt
tendencies such as extortion of money, bribing voters, embez-
zlement, negligence and electoral violence.

At the first Stopover at Rubindi Trading Center, Bodaboda
Cyclists openly accused the Kashari Criminal Investigations
Officer, Ambrose Katana for allegedly costing police bond at
UGX 25,000/= yet its supposed to be free. They also alleged
that the same Officer usually extorts UGX 100,000/= from Cy-
clists to release their impounded motor cycles. The LC1 Lead-
ers were also exposed for charging UGX 5,000/= for the offi-
cial stamp. Local Courts were also on the spot over misman-
agement of land cases where the officials are allegedly bought
off by the rich parties.

Citing examples from the just concluded NRM Primaries, Resi-
dents accused their Local Council leaders and Parliamentary
Aspirants of bribing them with only UGX 2000/= in exchange
for their votes.

“Vote buying is the main business here . The competition in
the political arena is so high that politicians see no way out of
it other than buying votes,” Observed Rugangura Dan, a Tailor
in Rubindi

At Bwizibwera Trading Center, the story was not different.

“Corruption has taken over all the sectors; Schools, Police,
Hospitals and Courts of law. Culprits with money will always
go scot free. When arrested, they just spend a few days in
prison and they are released. Our Leaders should have a con-
science.” Said Naziwa Rehema

The main rally was held at Kizungu play grounds on the out-
skirts of Mbarara Town. Residents raised concerns ranging
from domestic issues, incompetence of the Leaders, harass-
ment from Police and Crime Preventers, vote rigging, high
costs of living and lack of quality services. They were later en-
tertained by Star Artiste Ronald Mayinja who preached the anti
-corruption gospel using his music.

Woxlz —Life HCivil Society launch citizens
Manifest

(Left AU unpacks the citizens
manifesto to a fully packed Nile Hall at Hotel Africana last
Monday

No other day could have been more apt to launch the 2016 —
2021 Citizens’ Manifesto than the black Monday of 10 Novem-
ber 2015. While political parties were launching their 2016
General Election campaign trails, citizens chose to come to-
gether and launch their Manifesto in Kampala.

Running under the banner; “Power belongs to the people: gov-
erning for equal opportunity and shared prosperity”, the mani-
festo was unveiled by Reverend Father Pascal Kabura.

The launch was a culmination of a long and protracted period
of consultation and collation of views from the entire nation.

The Executive Director of Uganda National NGO Forum, Rich-
ard Ssewakiryanga, in his opening remarks emphasized the
need to ensure that citizens embrace the manifesto as their
own and ensure that every word written in it is carried down to
grassroots.

“The Citizens manifesto is an expression of citizens’ contin-
ued commitment to seek a better future with leaders are ac-
countable. It is a commitment to ourselves — a commitment to
reclaiming our future through action led initiatives.” He said.

Clad in a resplendent black outfit synonymous of the black
Monday movement’s fight against corruption, Arthur Larok, the
Country Director of ActionAid Uganda took to the podium as
he unpacked the Citizens Manifesto.

The fiery Larok said the manifesto can be best understood as
an output and a process.

“Instead of focusing on the symptoms, the citizens’ manifesto
is much more inclined towards an emphasis on structural ob-
stacles hence the need to assign citizens a duty.”

He emphasized the need to capitalise on Uganda’s entrepre-
neurial spirit which is the best in the world.

“We need to move beyond security and stability to peace,
prosperity and a happy citizenry. Equal opportunity in national
development is also pivotal. Yet in all this, we need decent
employment that upholds the dignity of our people and have
strong institutions that work independently and professionally,”
concluded an inspired Larok.

Delegates who came from Teso region working with the Kumi
Local Rights Programme expressed satisfaction with the mani-
festo as it captured most of their concerns and pledged to go
back to Kumi and make sure that the manifesto reaches the
people of Kumi.

Arthur was on Capital FM this morning as part of the nation-
wide roll out and campaign for the citizens manifesto.

_ Last Friday, a team of ActionAid Staff sat at the
Royal Suites Hotel in Bugolobi to critique, discuss
and plan for the roll out of the ActionAid Fundrais-
ing strategy. The meeting that was attended by
the AAU leadership and a few junior staff gener-
ated enthusiastic commentary and ideas as to
what the strategy should entail if we are to
achieve the strategy objectives.

The Country Director —Arthur Larok emphasized
the need for all staff to embrace and play their

‘ part in ensuring that this strategy is a success,

' despite the numerous challenges that come with
it. The Fundraising Strategy seeks to transform
fundraising in Uganda.

AAU Responds to Donor Cuts with plan B

The developed principles, approaches and key actions will ensure that ActionAid Uganda’s fund-
raising vision and goal are achievable within a 5 year slated time frame (2015 — 2021). The roll out
of the strategy comes at a time when the ActionAid federation is experiencing a drastic reduction in
donor funding and hence a call for plan B as AAU is doing.

WEEK AHEAD:

This week, the caravan will complete its 10 day journey in Western Uganda. We shall keep
you on board with our Daily caravan updates.

There will be several public engagements to roll out the citizens manifesto.

The Ministry of Gender will disseminate the standard Operating Procedures for the National
Gender based Violence Data Base at Esella Hotel in Najeera
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